ST WENN PARISH COUNCIL.              Draft Minutes.
Minutes of the meeting of St Wenn Parish Council held on Tuesday, 10th January 2017 in the St Wenn WI Hall, starting at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs. M. Brocklebank, J. Hewitt, J. Trudgian, P. Tucker, P. Hawkey, C. Shapter, T. Lock.

Apologies: Cllr. P. Harvey CC.

Also attending: Mrs. S. Theobald (Locum Clerk). PC Alan Lenton and 6 members of the public.

2017-1-1Public Session: I. Bennett, Head teacher, St Wenn School, wished to assure 
              Councillors that the planning application for an additional classroom was 
              necessary to facilitate greater efficiency to accommodate ‘early years’ pupils, 

              no increase in pupil numbers was anticipated at this time. 
              Mr. J. Squires expressed his support of this application. 

              The building owners, the Church of England, also fully supported this
              application.

              Mrs Williams spoke about PA16/10541. She explained her family need for 

              additional accommodation.

              Mrs. E. Highmoor wished her thanks be recorded for the maintenance carried

              Out by Councillors to improve the village car park. Thanks 

              were extended to Mr J. Rowe for his contribution in the completion

  this work.
              PC Alan Lenton reported no crimes had been committed over the past month

              within the Parish. A new and improved Neighbourhood Watch Scheme is to

  be rolled out this year and protecting the vulnerable to be prioritised `this 
  year.  His report attached with these Minutes.

2017-1-2 Apologies for non-attendance: Wishes for a full recovery were extended to Cllr. P. Harvey, Cornwall Councillor for this Ward.

2017-1-3 Member’s Declarations of Pecuniary or Business Interests on agenda items: Cllr. J. Trudgian declared an interest in PA16/10956, Cllr. Shapter on agenda item 16 (ii).
2017-1-4 Minutes: To accept and resolve to adopt the Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 14th December 2016, having been previously circulated and taken as read. Proposed Cllr. Trudgian, seconded Cllr. Hewitt. Agreed unanimously, the Minutes were signed by Cllr. Brocklebank.

2017-1-5 Matters Arising from the above: Cllr. Trudgian had written to W.R.E.N, the Church and had passed on PC Lenton’s comments on his visit to the school. 

Cllr. Trudgian left the room.

2017-1-6 PA16/10956. St Wenn School., Skewes Road, St Wenn. PL30 5PS. 

Construction of an extension to provide additional classroom. Proposed Cllr. C Shapter, seconded Cllr. Cllr. T. Lock that this Council support this application. Unanimously agreed.
Cllr. Trudgian returned to the meeting.


    PA16/10541. Higher Polgrain Stables, Polgrain Hill, St Wenn. PL30 5PR. 

                Change of use of agricultural and equestrian building to residential. 

                Councillors were divided in their opinion on this application and a vote was 

                called for. Councillors Brocklebank, Trudgian, Tucker and Lock in favour, 
                Cllr. Hewitt against, with 2 abstentions. Support for the application to be 

                conveyed to CC.

                Standing Orders were suspended to allow a member of the public to show 

                Councillors the online plans for the next application.

                Standing Orders apply.

                PA16/09753. Bridge Stream Barn, St Wenn, PL30 5PF Conversion and

                extension of existing garage to residential annexed accommodation.

                Supported.    

                with condition, namely, that this annex be linked to the main building in 
                perpetuity.

                Proposed Cllr. Trudgian, seconded Cllr. Hewitt. Carried unanimously.
2017-1-7 There were no planning decisions received but it was noted that CC was ‘minded’ to approve PA16/01024, Valley View, unless this Council required the decision be taken to ‘committee’. It must be noted that this Council agrees to disagree with CC decision of approval.
2017-1-8 Accounts: i. Two invoices were agreed for payment. CALC £3.47 and Ins £241.67. ii. Public Works Loan Board. Left ‘on the table’ to a future meeting.  iii. Precept: A meeting was arranged for Thursday, 19th January to set a Precept for 2017/2018. i.v The bank mandate now being in order, further signatories would be added. Date for Finance meeting as above.
2017-1-9 Statutory Documents: The Clerk will forward copies of all relevant documents to all Councillors in order that these documents may be discussed on Thursday, 19th January, and proposals put to the February meeting of Full Council.

2017-1-10 It was noted that Cllr. Brocklebank had now updated the Parish web site.

2017-1-11 Cllr. Shapter will write to residence requesting they remove their vehicles   
                  from the car park to allow hedge and ditch maintenance over the coming

                  weekend. The entrance to be re-concreted at half term. Car Park, purchase 

                  of additional land. Clerk to seek estimate of legal costs from Merricks and

                  Key (Solicitors), final purchase of land to be addressed when solicitors

                  appointed and financial situation fully clarified.

2017-1-12 A copy of the Minutes taken at the meeting hosted by St Columb Major
Town Council in September 2016 still awaited. Clerk to follow up.

2017-1-13 Training Sessions, two Councillors are booked to attend each session.

2017-1-14 Matters of Public Interest/ Items for next agenda: It was noted that Cormac had been filling potholes around the Parish. Demelza Farm, erection of block built building noted. For next agenda: Car Park, Denzel Downs Community Fund, allocation of Sec.106 monies, PWLB, Statutory Documents, Precept.

2017-1-15 Date of next meeting: Thursday, 16th February 2017. Meeting closed 10pm.
2017-1-16 Closed Session: This session is held with the public being excluded from the meeting in accordance with Section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 for the following items of business on the grounds that they may involve the likely disclosure of confidential and exempt information.      i. Staffing Committee.

                                            ii. Finance Committee.
2017-1-17 Closed Session:

i. Staffing Committee: Suspension of Parish Clerk: Cllr. Trudgian was in contact with Cornwall Council, Legal Department, to progress the investigation and taking advice from CALC to assist in this process. It was to be hoped that a satisfactory conclusion could be reached in the near future as the time taken, and expense incurred, investigating this matter where detrimental to the business of Council and putting undue pressure on Councillors.
ii. Finance Committee: Payments: Agreed under 2017-1-8 above.

                                        Locum Clerk’s remuneration. It was agreed 

       this be held over until all financial matters had been clarified. In 

       the meantime the Locum Clerk would keep a record of hours 

       worked on behalf of this Council.




    HMRC: Cllr. Trudgian was in negotiations

The Inland Revenue to resolve the issue of unpaid Tax and National Insurance, as it would appear that certain irregularities had come to light on closer inspection of past accounting systems.

                                 VAT: Cllr. Shapter was in the process of producing a definitive list of invoices paid over the past three years (period allowed for retrospective claims) with a view to claiming a refund of VAT paid and refundable under Value Added Tax Act 1994, s42.
This Closed Session ended at 22.40.

These draft Minutes prepared by S. Theobald on 13th January 2017.

